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Manipulation complexity from Infants manipulated 13 toys one at a time

9-14 months predicts language .
ability at 2, 3, and 5 years I nfa ntS Wlth
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& aityn Contin ¥ exiom. conin at 2, 3, and 5 years.

BACKGROUND:

» Gains in early motor skills like sitting and
walking predict advanced later language. _

| . | . | EXpreSSIVe Lang uage Each toy got a complexity score from 1 to 8.

* Differences in how infants manipulate objects Analysis used an average per infant per month.
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METHODS: I No No

« 90 infants participated in the project. 100 — . JA\V/S rage No -

« Manipulation complexity was coded from video o5 T i C()mpleX|ty NG No
for 6 visits from 9 to 14 months.
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Language was assessed using the Preschool o0 E—
Language Scales for 3 visits at 2, 3, and 5 years. No No No -
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RESULTS: 2 years 3 years 5 years

2/3 of infants were in the high complexity class

Two complexity patterns (high/average) were Class N Intercept  Slope ggggraﬁc
identified using latent class growth analysis. _ 2 years
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